 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BIOL 4014 Microbiology Fall 2008

Mon & Wed, Lecture 8 am LSW 444; Lab 9-10:50 am or 2-3:50 pm, LSW 546

Instructor: Dr. David F. Gilmore

Office: LSE 418 

Phone 972-3263



Email: dgilmore@astate.edu


Web: http://www.clt.astate.edu/dgilmore       

Office hours: Mon thru Thurs 1-1:50; Fri 10 - 11; other times by appointment

This is a combined Lecture/Lab course. There is no text for lecture. Reading material will consist of posted powerpoint lectures and other online powerpoints, writings, and web sites. You are responsible for all posted reading assignments.

For Lab, the required text is Microbiology Laboratory Theory and Application by Leboffe and Pierce, 2nd ed. We will not use all the book, but there will be many assigned readings in it.

Each week, Powerpoint slides and reading assignments will be posted for Lecture and for Lab. The following are tentative dates for Exams and Lab reports. 
Activity


Date

Due date for Lab Report
Lysozyme Experiment
Sept. 8

Sept. 17

Enzyme experiment

Sept. 15
Sept. 26

Exam I



Sept. 22

Hamburger Experiment
Sept. 29
Oct. 13

Exam II


Oct. 22

(Bacteriophage exp)

Oct. 27

(Nov. 5)

Exam III


Oct. 29


Exam IV


Nov. 19

Lab Final


Dec. 3

Unknown


starts Nov. 10
due Dec. 5

Final Exam


Dec. 8 (Monday, 8 am, in LSW 444)


Exams (Except for the Final) will be given during lab time in a location to be posted on the web site. The lecture Final will be semi-comprehensive.  Exams will include both lecture AND lab information. The Lab Final will be given as a practical-type exam and will be given in the lab. 

Course Goals and Objectives:

The study of Microbiology is fundamental to all areas of Biology, particular those involving medicine and the environment. In this course you will learn how microbes are different and similar to more familiar forms of life, how to study them, how they grow, how to control them, and how to identify them.  

Grading
There will be 4 regular exams and a 5th Exam on Final exam day.  Each exam will be worth 100 points. Exams will most likely be a combination of multiple choice and short essay, diagrams, and/or problems.  Some exam scores may be curved, thus if you completely bomb an exam, your course grade is not necessarily unsalvageable. 

There will be numerous grading opportunities for the Lab, tentatively,  3 to 4 lab reports (totaling 250 points), a Lab Final (100 points), and an unknown identification (100 points).  The number of assignments depends on how successful class experiments are and other technical matters.

Attendance in lecture is required and is worth a maximum of 50 points. All this (lecture and lab) totals 1000 points.  The grading scale used is the standard ASU scale: 90-100 = A, etc. although the instructor has the option of moving borderline scores to the next highest grade level.

Absences and Tardiness
If you have an absence that is excusable (you are sick, your car blows up, etc.) it is your responsibility to inform me and provide documentation when possible. I also require that you send an email to me stating the date of your absence and the reason; I print these out for my records. Without an email, your absence may not be counted as excused.

There are two lab sections that do the same exercises. If there is any way that you can attend a different lab section class due to an excused absence you are encouraged to do so. There are no make-up labs. Random section-switching, however, is not tolerated. Some experiments require certain numbers of students and are planned in advance.

Being late for class is disruptive. If you do not arrive in time to sign in, you are officially absent.

Required Materials:

Part of the fees you pay goes towards all the Lab supplies we use.  Thank you. However, I recommend that you purchase:

1. A stapler. Lab reports and other lab assignments that have multiple pages must be stapled together, not held together with folded corners or put into a folder. I’m serious. 

2. A Sharpie marker for labeling disposable glassware in Lab.

3. A dictionary. In lecture and in your text you may encounter unfamiliar words. As a college student, it is your responsibility to look up the meanings and “increase your word power”.

Important Dates:
November 19 is the last day to drop an individual course or to withdraw from the university. Note that Labor Day (Sept. 1) is a holiday and there are no classes. However, the university calendar lists the Monday before Thanksgiving (Nov. 24) as a class day. We WILL have class that day and you are required to attend!
Other Issues
Student email accounts and the electronic age.

Every student registered at ASU is assigned a University email account as the designated means for contact between the University and the student. If I need to contact you concerning some course information I will use your University email account.  Do not allow your mailbox to become full or I will be unable to contact you.  I make considerable use of my web page for the posting of lecture notes, study guides, and instructions for completing Lab Reports and other assignments.  Even if you do not personally own a computer, the University supplies them for student use at several locations on campus.  It is strongly suggested that you get used to checking my web site, otherwise you will be at a disadvantage.

Student ID numbers and test taking.

ASU uses an 8 digit ID number to identify you rather than using a social security.  These numbers are required for use in such places as computer graded (multiple choice/Scantron) exams such as I use.   It is the student’s responsibility to bring a pencil with them to exams and to know, or be able to look up, their ASU ID number.  Exam papers that are rejected by the testing service or need me to manually enter the ID number will have points deducted.

Academic Integrity
Cheating will not be tolerated. Cell phones will not be allowed during exams unless some personal emergency exists that I am informed of. Academic dishonesty of any kind is not acceptable. Academic dishonesty includes copying from someone else’s test paper, allowing someone to copy from you, copying someone else’s Lab Report, and lifting phrases and sentences directly from a textbook or internet site for use in your reports (plagiarism).  Do yourself, your University, and your fellow students a favor: don’t cheat. More on this follows in the next section of the syllabus.

Cell phones, ipods, and other communication devices are not allowed during exams. If a calculator is needed for an exam, it must be one that cannot be used for communication.

Disability
Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate anyone with a disability or any condition that makes conventional learning or test taking more difficult.  Please discuss your situation with me and register with Disability Services, and your needs will be accommodated to the best of our abilities. Disability services no longer informs us when a person registers, therefore it is very important that you thoroughly communicate any needs to your instructors.

Personal and medical issues
If you have a personal crisis, death in the family, medical condition, etc, don’t suffer in silence. I am very sympathetic and will be willing to listen to any problem you may have and work out arrangements with you for make-ups, delayed due dates, etc. Record keeping for excused absences was explained above.

ASU ACADEMIC POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
Class Attendance Policy

Students should attend every lecture, recitation, and laboratory session of every course in which they are enrolled.  Students who miss a class session should expect to make up missed work or receive a failing grade on missed work.  It is the practice of Arkansas State University to allow students to participate in university-sponsored events, even when those events cause them to be absent from class.  Students participating in university-sponsored events will be given reasonable opportunities to make up missed assignments and exams.  You can trust me on this.


Unexcused absences may have the following consequences: a) low exams scores will not be curved if the majority of low scores are people who miss class; b) attendance will be examined in the case of borderline course grades; borderline students who do not attend class regularly can expect that their grade will NOT be rounded up; c) no dropped exam option.

Inclement Weather Policy

The university remains open for academic classes and all other services during inclement weather except in extreme circumstances determined solely by the president of the university.  Regional and local news media will publicize the closing.  


Commuter students are encouraged to use good judgment in deciding whether to drive to campus during inclement weather.  In those cases where the decision is made not to travel to campus under this policy, it is the responsibility of the student to immediately contact each of his/her professors upon return to explain the circumstances and to determine the need to complete any missed assignments.


The student is responsible for all missed assignments during inclement weather within a time frame to be determined by the professor.

Academic Integrity Policy

Arkansas State University enthusiastically promotes academic integrity and professional ethics among all members of the ASU academic community.  Violations of this policy are considered as serious misconduct and may result in disciplinary action and severe penalties. Examples of such violations are:

A.  Plagiarism, the act of taking and/or using the ideas, work, and/or writings of another person as one’s own.

B.  Cheating, an act of dishonesty with the intention of obtaining and/or using information in a fraudulent manner.

The ASU Student Handbook has a detailed description of what constitutes plagiarism and cheating as well as the penalties one can incur if caught. As an instructor, I have free reign to grade a paper or exam lower or simply assign a zero if there is clear evidence of plagiarism or cheating.  The University allows for even harsher penalties.  Please act morally and responsibly in this class.

General Nuisance Issues
Please turn off any beepers or cell phones during lecture class or when I am lecturing during lab time; if one is needed for an emergency situation, please discuss it with me before class. As this is an upper level class, I expect all students to behave responsibly.
