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JONESBORO — Students at
Arkansas State University
have a new way to look at art
history, according to Dr.
Alyson ‘Gill, assistant profes-
sor of art history at the uni-
versity.

The students are participat-
ing in Virtual Delphi, a collab-
orative effort with the Ash-
es2Art program at Coastal
Carolina University in Con-
way, S.C.

“I think these collaborative
relationships are becoming
more and more important, es-
pecially when we’re in a de-
partment where we have lim-
ited resources of our own,”
Gill said. “With these collabo-
rations its like having addi-
tional faculty that they’re
working with.”

Virtual Delphia and Ash-
es2Art combine cutting edge
digital technologies, art histo-
ry, graphic and Web design
and digital photography to
recreate monuments of the
ancient past.

“One of the challenges with
looking at ancient art for
many students is trying to
imagine what the buildings

would have looked like when
they were completely in their
original state and this is one of
the beauties of this kind of
program,” Gill said.

The Ashes2Art project be-
ganin 2005by Dr. Arne Flaten,
assistant professor of art his-
tory at CCU. Flaten will be in
Jonesboro Thursday to dis-
cuss the program.

Gill met Flaten this summer
at a National Endowment for
Humanities Institute at the
University of California at Los
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Angeles.

“We were doing 3-D con-
structions of ancient Rome
and figuring out how to use
those models in our class-
room,” she said. “I thought
wouldn’t it be neat if I could
take his Ashes2Art project
and do something similar with
ASU students.”

Gill had planned to begin the
project next spring.

“I was a little bit worried
about students being able to
actually finish this in one sin-

At left is a 3-D reconstruction of the Tholos of Athena Pronaia
at Delphi by Greg Schultz, a student at Coastal Carolina Uni-
versity in Conway, S.C. The reconstruction is part of the Ash-
es2Art program.

gle semester, so I decided to
go ahead and start it this se-
mester,” she said, adding that
12 students are participating
in the project.

The ASU project will focus
on Delphi, which is a classical
Greek sanctuary. Students
will use programs like Adobe
Photoshop, Google Earth,
SketchUp, Panoweaver, Tour-
weaver, Studio Max,
Dreamweaver and Macrome-
dia Flash animation to virtual-
ly reconstruct a temple, gym-

nasium and a treasury for the
project.

“It’s completely unlike any-
thing the College of Fine Arts
has done yet, but also, some-
thing very new for the univer-
sity,” Gill said. “FoY art histo-
ry students it’s very exciting
too because these students
can use their graphic design
skills. ... It’s making art histo-
ry a completely new experi-
ence for them.”

Brenon Hensley, a sopho-
more graphic design major at
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ASU, agrees.

“I've learned so much morg. M
already by doing this projec
than sitting at my desk mgcu&.“
ing to keep up with notes and¥s
listening. You pay more mnont...
tion to the fine points of the ara:
chitecture when creating it/*
Hensley said. “When you juds
look at the architecture as a 2
D image in class, the architecsa
ture loses so much life that it/e2
hard to grasp the greatness &u..
it. I can safely say that I i:ﬂt
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Temember more  about 3@...

Treasury of the Ewoambyn
years from now by this profaz
ect, than reading about it
o_mmm 8. looking at a Eo:.:.mv
once.”

Once completed, people omnnn
visit the Web site atQ
www.coastal.edw/ashes2art n.wn
take a virtual tour of the reae
constructed buildings. -

“That’s one of the great "uu
things about 3-D reconstruc-le%
tions is you can see these  + -2
sightlines that you wouldn’t ;#, %
necessarily have seen befores}
You would get an ideaof ...1
space,” Gill said. =

Flaten’s presentation will
be at 7 p.m. Thursday at
Jazzman’s Hardwired Cafe
on the ASU campus. The
event is free.



